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In  the  KING’S  BENCH,  Weftminfter-Hall, 

I  A 

On  Fhurfday,  February  21,  1782, 


Before  the  Rt.  H.  William,  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  the  following  Special  Jury. 


Barrington  Buggin,  of  Harpev-ftreet,  Efq. 
James  Anderson,  of  Conduit-ftreet,  Eiq. 
Richard  Gildart,  of  Southampton-ftreet,  Efq. 
Henry  Busby,  of  Chariotte-ftreet,  Efq. 

George  Wheatley,  of  Southampton-row,  Efq, 
Marmadoke  Langdale,  of  the  fame,  Efq. 
JOHN  h ALL,  of  Eaft  Caftle-fteet,  Efq. 

Henry  K1Tchin,  of  Berner’s-ftreet,  Efq. 
Gilbert  Parke,  of  Ken tilh  Town,  Efq. 
Jonathan  Hele,  of  Chariotte-ftreet,  Efq. 

John  Atkins,  of  Hatton-ftreet,  Efq. 

Joseph  Hughes,  of  the  fame,  Efq. 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  RICHARD  WORSLEY,  Bart. 

/  °rt  *,S  j'liaje%’s  Houthold,  Governor  of  the  Ifle 
Of  Wtgh  ,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of 
bnvport  in  that  Me,  Colonel  of  the  South  Battalion  of  the 
Hampjhtre  Militia,  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  Plaintiff; 


GEORGE  MAURICE  BISSET,  Efq;  otherwlfe  MAU¬ 
RICE  BISSEf,  Efq;  Defendant. 

THE  Declaration  ftated,  that  the  Defend¬ 
ant,  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1781, 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  between 

wndaynnd  fhe  24th  of  the  fame  month,  at 
Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  with 

A  2  ,  force 
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force  and  arms,  made  an  affault  on  Seymour, 
the  Wife  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  then  and  there 
debauched,  deflowered,  lay  with,  and  carnally 
knew  her,  the  faid  Seymour,  to  the  Plaintiff's 
damage  of  20,000!. 

To  this  declaration  the  Defendant  pleaded 
not  guilty,  and  thereupon  iffue  was  joined, 

Counfel  for  the  Plaintiff.  Counfel  for  the  Defendant, 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Bearcroft, 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Ho  worth, 

Mr.  D  U  N  N I N  G .  M  r.  P  E  C  H  E  L  L « 

Mr.  Erskine. 

ON  the  opening  of  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
it  appeared  that  the  Plaintiff  lives  at  Apuldur- 
comb,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  that  he  is  worth 
about  5000I.  a  year;  that  Lady  Worfley  is  the 
Daughter  of  Sir  John  Fleming,  who  is  dead, 
and  with  whom  Sir  Richard  had  a  fortune  of 
about  70,000k  or  upwards  ;  that  her  Mother 
was  married  to  Mr.  Lafceiles,  of  Yorkfhire,  and 
her  Sifter  to  Lord  Harrington.  The  Plaintiff 
and  ihe  were  married  on  the  15th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1775  ;  and  they  have  iffue  of  the  marriage 
two  children,  a  ion  and  a  daughter  ;  the  flrft, 
born  within  a  year  or  two  after  their  marri¬ 
age  ;  and  the  latter,  in  Auguft  laft. 

That  the  Defendant  was  an  officer  in  the 
Hampfhire  militia,  of  which  the  Plaintiff  is  Co¬ 
lonel,  and  that  he  had  only  been  acquainted 
with  him  from  the  end  of  February,  or  the 
beginning  of  March,  1781  ;  that  their  acquain¬ 
tance  commenced  in  confequence  of  a  bur- 
gage-tenure  Mr.  Bidet  was  poffcffed  of  in  the 
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Me  of  Wight,  which,  added  to  an  eftate  worth 
about  800L  a  year  in  Somerfetfhire,  makes  his 
income  about  i  500L  a  year,  and  which  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard,  for  parliamentary  convenience,  wanted 
to  purchafe  ;  that,  in  confequence  of  letters 
having  paffed  between  them  on  that  occafion, 
their  firft  perfonal  interview  was  by  the  means 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  receiver  of  Mr.  BifTet’s 
rents ;  and  that,  foon  after  their  acquaintance. 
Sir  Richard  gave  him  a  commiffion  in  his  regi¬ 
ment. 

The  greateft  intimacy  fubfifted  between 
them  ;  the  Plaintiff  had  a  houfe  at  Maidftone, 
in  Kent,  where  the  Defendant  ufed  to  vifit 
whilft  in  camp  at  Coxheath.  When  the  camp 
broke  up,  they  came  to  Lewes,  where  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  had  a  houfe,  and  Mr.  Riffet  lodgings ; 
and  the  firmeft  attachment  fubfifted  between 
them,  till  the  unhappy  event  took  place,  which, 
is  the  fubjed  of  this  adion. 


"i  '  '  •  ■ ,  /  ;  '  ■  ^ -  ;■  •  l  1  ,  '  ,  .  v 

EVIDENCE 


J 


(  6  ) 

EVIDENCE  for  the  PLAINTIFF. 


The  marriage  of  the  15th  September,  1775, 

admitted. 

Captain  LEVERSAGE  f worn . 

Examined  by  Mr,  Dunning. 

You,  I  believe,  Mr.  Leverfage,  are  an 
Officer  in  the  Hampfhirc  militia  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  remember  Captain  BiiTpt  ?— Yes, 
Sir  ;  I  do. 

i^.  I  believe  he  had  a  cornmiflion  in  the  fame 
regiment? — Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  remember  Sir  Richard  Worfley 
being  at  Coxheath  ;  and  do  you  recoiled!  Cap¬ 
tain  Biffet  being  there  ? — I  do. 

Do  you  recoiled!  what  time  ? — I  believe  it 
was  in  June  or  July. 

^  What  year  ? — In  the  year  178  f. 

^  Had  you  any  previous  acquaintance  with 
Captain  Biffet  ? — None,  Sir. 

£>.  Then  that  was  your  firft  knowledge  of 
him  ?- — My  firft  knowledge  of  him  was  at  High 
Wickam.  I  faw  him  on  the  parade  there. 

i^.  Had  you  any  opportunities  of  knowing, 
whether  Captain  Biffet  had,  or  had  not,  a  great 
friendfhip  with  Sir  Richard  Worfley  and  his 
family  ?-— It  always  appeared  fo  to  me. 

Do  you  remember  their  coming  to  Lewes 
at  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp  ?~  rYes,  Lewes 
was  the  place  of  the  head-quarters. 

I  take  it  for  granted  he  was  a  man  of 
fafliion,  and  kept  company  ?—- Yes,  Sir. 

^  In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  was  he  ever 
at  Sir  Richard’s  houfe  at  Maidftone? — Yes,  Sir. 

During  the  time  Captain  Biffet  was  in  his 
winter  quarters,  I  prefume  he  had  lodgings? — 
Yes ;  he  had  lodgings  in  Lewes. 

^  And  Sir  Richard  Worfley  had  a  houfe 
there  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Did  you  obferve  them  frequently  together ; 
and  do  you  recoiled  him  and  Lady  Worfley  be¬ 
ing  together  at  a  party  which  met  at  your 
houfe  ? — I  recoiled  that  perfedly  well. 

Be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  the  date?*— On 
Sunday  the  1 8th  of  November,  they  drank  tea, 
and  fupped  at  my  houfe. 

Q.  Upon  whole  invitation  ?  —  Mine,  and  the 
family’s. 

It  was  a  general  invitation,  I  fuppofe  ? — 
Yes;  Married  Ladies  were  invited,  as  well  as 
their  Hufbands. 

Do  you  recoiled  whether  Sir  Richard 
Worfley  came  in  confequence  of  that  invitati¬ 
on  ?— He  did  not  come.  About  ten  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  he  fent  an  apology  by  Captain 
Worfley,  that  he  wras  not  very  well,  and  begged 
to  be  excufed  ;  he  could  not  wait  upon  us  that 
evening  ;  he  was  was  taking  fome  fack-whey. 

Did  Lady  Worfley  come  ?— -Lady  Worfley 
came  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  at  tea 
time. 

^  Did  you  obferve  any  thing  particular  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening  ? — I  cannot  fay  I  did. 

Do  you  recoiled  who  gave  the  firft  inti¬ 
mation  for  the  company  to  depart  ? — Lady 
Wor (ley  wa§  for  breaking  up  very  early:  fhe 

made 
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made  the  motion  between  twelve  and  one 
o’clock.  Mrs.  Leverfage  was  afraid  fhe  did  not 
like  her  company,  by  her  wanting  to  break  up 
fo  foon,  and  wifhed  her  to  flay  a  little  longer. 
She  fat  down  again ;  and,  to  the  heft  of  my 
recollection,  Captain  Eiffel  looked  at  his  watch, 
and  faid,  Don’t  go  yet.  She  fat  down  again, 
and  ftaid  till  near  a  quarter  after  one. 

&  What  became  of  Lady  Worfley  after 
that  ? — I  rang  the  bell  for  a  fervant  to  light 
them  home  ;  but  none  coming,  I  took  a  candle, 
and  opened  the  door  myfelf,  intending  to  light 
them  home,  as  Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  houfe  was 
nearly  oppofite.  I  went  as  far  as  within  a  few 
yards  of  Sir  Richard’s  door,  and  then  Captain 
Biffet  defired  I  would  not  trouble  myfelf  to  go 
any  further,  fo  I  wifhed  them  a  good  nigh., 

and  returned  to  my  houfe. 

©  They  took  their  leave  then  in  the  man¬ 
ner  you  have  ftatedr1 — Yes,  Sir. 

©  And  you  faw  no  more  of  them.— JNo,  1 

faw  no  more  of  them.  ,  , 

©  When  did  you  next  fee,  or  hear  of  them  i 

—Between  four  and  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing:,  I  heard  a  violent  rapping  at  the  door.  1 
immediately  got  up  and  went  to  the  window 
to  fee  who  it  was  ;  and  I  found  it  was  one  of 
Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  fervants  :  he  came  with 
Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  compliments  to  denre 
Lady  Worfley  would  come  home.  I  told  him 
that  Lady  Worfley  was  not  at  my  houfe,  and 

that  I  had  not  feen  her  fince  one  oclocK.--- 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  ten  minutes  a  er 

I  heard  another  knocking  at  the  door,  1  went 

to  the  window,  and  found  it  was  Sir  Richard 

W  or  iky 
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Worfley  himfelf ;  he  lays,  Leverfage,  where  is 
Lady  Worfley  \ — 

Mr.  Attorney  General .  Did  you  go  to  Chap¬ 
man’s,  to  make  any  enquiry  there? — No:  he 
defired  to  be  let  in,  and  I  came  down  and  let 
him  in. 

^  Do  you  know  any  thing  more  of  this  tranf- 
action  ? — No,  1  do  not. 

^  Do  you  know  Captain  Biffett’s  hand-writ¬ 
ing? — I  do  not. 

Cr of s -Examination ,  by  Mr.  Bearcroft. 

* 

%  When  did  your  acquaintance  firft  com¬ 
mence  with  Captain  Biffett  ? — -I  do  not  know 
juftly  ;  I  believe  it  was  at  High  Wickham,  be¬ 
fore  he  joined  the  regiment. 

^  You  have  lived  in  habits  of  great  intima¬ 
cy  and  friendfhip  ? — -  Not  very  great. 

>  ’  -  t 

Mr.  SADLER  /worn. 

Proves  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Biffett  in- 
two  letters  ;  the  firft  of  which  fhewed  the 
friendfhip  and  attachment  which  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  the  Plaintiff  and  the  Defendant.  In  this 
letter  the  Defendant  congratulated  Sir  Richard 
on  Lady  Worfley’s  fafe  delivery  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  concluded  by  faying  he  was  much  con¬ 
cerned  for  her  health  and  happinefs,  and  that 
he  wifhed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  her  return  to 
quarters;  and  the  laft,  dated  the  morning  of 
the  elopement,  inclofing  his  commiffion,  which 
he  begged  of  Sir  Richard  to  accept,  and  that  he 

B  would 


would  expert  his  anfwer  at  Lord  DeerhurfTs, 
Cleveland- row,  London. 

FRANCIS  GODFREY  /worn. 

» 

Examined  by  Mr.  Pechell,  for  Mr,  Erskine. 

You  was  a  fervant  of  Sir  Richard  Worf- 
ley’s  in  November  laftj — Yes,  Sir. 

Do  ycir  remember  Lady  Worfley’s  going 
out  on  Sunday  the  1 8th  of  November  in  the 
afternoon? — Yes,  Sir, 

Did  die  leave  any  meffage  with  you,  or 
give  any  particular  directions  ? — She  told  me,  if 
any  body  came  to  enquire  after  her,  to  tell  them 
that  fhe  fhould  not  fup  at  home  that  night. 

Did  you  fit  up  that  night  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

To  what  time  did  you  fit  up  ? — -Till  be¬ 
tween  four  and  five  or  fix  o’clock. 

S%>.  Did  Sir  Richard  call  to  you  at  any,  and 
what  time? — Yes,  Sir  j  I  think  it  was  near 
five  o’clock. 

Did  he  fend  you  to  Mr.  Leverfiige’s  to  en¬ 
quire  for  Lady  Worfley  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

What  was  the  anfwer  you  got? — After 
repeated  enquiry,  that  Lady  Worfley  had  left 
the  houfe  in  company  with  Captain  Bifiett  a- 
bout  one  o’clock. 

Mr.  Howarth.  How  long  had  you  lived  with 
Sir  Richard  Worfley? — I  had  lived  with  him 
but  one  day. 

Mr .  Pechell.  How  did  Sir  Richard  Worfley 

J 

appear?  very  much  agitated  ? — Yes,  Sir. 


Mr.  STUBBS  /worn.  ■ 

.  '  ,  <  i 

Examined  by  Mr.  Lee. 

Do  you  recoiled  Mr.  Riffett’s  coming 
home  to  his  lodgings  at  your  houfe? — 1  don’t 
remember  his  coming  home. 

Do  you  recoiled  any  particulars  of  hear¬ 
ing  or  fpeaking  to  him,  or  feeing  him  in  the 
houfe? — About  half  pail  three,  or  near  four, 
he  knocked  at  my  chamber  door.  I  called  to 
know  who  was  there,  and  Mr.  Riffett  afked  me 
to  let  him  light  a  candle.  I  got  up  and  went 
to  the  door,  and  he  lit  his  candle  at  my  door. 

Had  you  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
whether  Mr.  Riffett  was  at  that  time  alone,  or 
whether  he  had  any  company  with  him  ? — I 
don't  know  that:  when  he  lit  his  candle,  he 
was  in  his  bed  gown,  or  morning  gown  ;  and 
when  he  had  lit  his  candle,  he  went  to  his  own 
room  again.  Some  little  time  afterwards  he 
came  out,  and  called  Connolly,  and  defired 
him  to  go  down  flairs  :  and  in  a  very  little 
time  afterwards,  (I  don’t  know  how  long,  it 
might  be  about  ten  minutes  afterwards)  Mr. 
Riffett  called  to  the  man  again  ;  and  then  I 
think  Connolly,  or  lomebody  elfe,  went  out  of 
the  door.  In  about  ten  minutes,  or  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  that,  I  heard  a  noife  in  Mr. 
Biflett’s  room,  of  throwing  up  the  fall).  I  got 
out  of  bed,  and  went  to  his  room  to  fee  if  he 
wanted  any  thing.  I  rapped  at  the  door,  and 
afked  him  if  he  wanted  any  affiftance :  Are  not 

B  s  you 
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you  well?  fays  1}  (hall  I  call  the  maid?  He 
faid,  No.  I  did  call  the  maid  ;  and  then  I  went 
to  bed  again.  Prefently,  the  perfon  who  went 
out,  whoever  it  was,  came  in  again;  and  foon 
after  that  there  was  a  chaife  came  to  the  door  ; 
it  did  not  flop  at  the  door,  but  went  further  on 
to  turn  about:  and  fome  little  time  after,  I 
heard  him  and  fomebody  elfe  go  down  flairs  ; 
and  then  I  heard  the  chaife  drive  off. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  What  o’clock  might 
that  be  ? — -About  a  quarter  before  five  ;  it  was 
before  it  was  light. 

Lord  Mansfield.  This  is  nothing  but  travel¬ 
ling  a  long  way  about ;  why  don’t  you  come 
to  the  point,  and  bring  them  to  London  at 
once  ? 

THOMAS  BOURN  fwor.ru 

•  ♦ 

Examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

^  You  are  a  waiter  at  the  Hotel,  in  Pall- 
mall  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

^  Do  you  remember  any  body  coming  there 
in  a  pofl>  chaife,  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  No¬ 
vember  laft  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

What  time  in  the  morning  r — I  can’t  af- 
certain  the  time. 

As  near  as  you  can  guefs  ? — It  might  be 

about  two  o’clock. 

* 

What  perfons  were  in  the  chaife? — A  La¬ 
dy  and  a  Gentleman. 

Lord  Mansfield.  What  Hotel  is  it? — The 
Royal  Hotel,  in  Pall-mall. 

Did 


(  13  ) 

"N 

i^k  Did  you  (hew  them  to  any  room  in  the 
Hotel?—!  went  to  chaife  door,  and  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  let  the  window  down  about  half  way. 
I  went  to  open  the  door,  and  he  pulled  it  up 
again.  I  (laid  a-bit,  and  he  let  the  window 
half  way  down  again  ;  and  as  I  was  opening 
the  door,  he  threw  it  up  again.  Mr.  Wefton 
then  came  to  the  door,  and  the  Gentleman  and 
Lady  got  out;  they  went  very  faft  into  the 
houfe,  and  he  (hewed  them  up-flairs  into  a 
room  called  the  Apollo,  a  large  drawing-room; 
and  they  immediately  ordered  breakfafl. 

What  did  they  do  after  hreakfaft  ? — I  car¬ 
ried  breakfafl  up-flairs,  and  then  I  left  them. 

i^k  Did  they  defire  you  to  prepare  any  bed¬ 
room  ? — Yes,  as  near  the  dining-room  as  I  pof- 
fibly  could;  and  I  ordered  a  fire  to  be  lit  in 
No.  14. 

ifh  What  happened  next  ? — I  don’t  recollect 
any  thing  more. 

i?k  When  the  bed  was  made,  what  did  they 
do  then  ? — They  went  to  bed. 

Lord  Mansfield .  How  do  you  know  they 
went  to  bed  ? — -Becaufe,  my  Lord,  I  went  to 
take  the  things  away,  and  they  were  gone  out 
of  the  dining-room. 

^k  You  did  not  fee  them  go  into  the  bed¬ 
room  ? — No,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  After  you  had  clear¬ 
ed  away  the  things  in  the  dining-room,  I  fup- 
poie  you  was  called  for  as  a  waiter  ?- — Yes,  Sir. 

■^k  This  was  juft  before  break  of  day,  feven 
o’clock  ?~l  can’t  afeertain  the  hour. 


Q,  You 
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You  faw  the  fame  Lady  and  Gentleman 
in  the  dining-room  again  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  orders  were 
given  relative  to  the  bed-room  ? — Not  to  me, 
there  was  not. 

How  long  did  they  flay  there  ?— Four  or 
five  days. 

How  did  they  pafs  ?—  As  Man  and  Wife. 

%  Did  you  hear  them  fay  any  thing  to  im¬ 
port  that  ?-—!  took  them  to  be  Man  and  Wife  j 
I  did  not  know  any  thing  to  the  contrary. 

Did  you  hear  them  mention  one  another 
in  any  fhape,  fo  as  to  take  them  to  be  Man 
and  Wife? — No,  I  did  not. 

Lord  Mansfield.  Had  they  only  one  bed  ? — 
No,  only  one  bed. 

^  How  did  you  know  of  their  lying  toge¬ 
ther,  if  you  never  was  in  the  room  while  they 
were  in  bed  $  and  what  induces  you  to  think 
they  lay  in  one  bed  ? — Becaufe  there  was  no 
other  bed  in  the  room,  my  Lord. 

ANN  V/ ATKINSON  /worn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Lee. 

i 

Did  you  live  at  the  Royal  Hotel  in  No¬ 
vember  la  if  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

gK  Did  you  live  there  in  November  laft, 
when  a  Gentleman  and  Lady  came  to  the 
Apollo ? — Yes,  Sir. 

In  what  capacity  did  you  ferve  in  the 
houfe  ? — As  houfe-keeper. 


O.  Do 
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4b  Do  you  know*  after  this  Gentleman  and 
Lady  lodged  at  this  houfe,  where  they  flept  ? — - 
Their  dining-room  was  in  the  Apollo^  and  their 
bed-chamber  in  No.  14. 

«4b  Was  that  adjoining  to  the  Apollo  ?- — No* 
they  do  not  join  ;  it  was  very  near  it. 

4b  Do  you  know  whether  they  flept  in  that 
room,  or  where  they  flept  ? — I  don’t  know  whe¬ 
ther  they  flept  in  that  room  •*  I  imagine  they 
did. 


4b  What  is  your  reafon  for  imagining,  or 
thinking  they  did  ? — Perhaps  you  mean  a  di- 
ftin&ion  of  keeping  and  lying  in  the  room  ?- — I 
did  not  fee  them  fleep. 

4h  Did  you  receive  any  orders  about  it  ?— 
I  received  orders  to  make  the  room  ready,  and 
I  got  the  room  ready. 

4b  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  bed 
afterwards  ? — Yes,  bir. 

%  Had  any  body  been  in  it  ? — =1  faw  that 
fomebody  had  laid  in  the  bed. 

4b  How  long  did  they  continue  there  •  one 
night,  or  two*  or  more  ? — They,  ftaid  at  our 
houfe  about  a  week. 

4b  Lying  in  that  bed,  and  dining  in  the  A™ 
polio  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

4b  Pray,  had  you  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
how  they  behaved  to  each  other,  or  how  they 
addreffed  each  other?— I  never  heard  them  fay 
any  thing  to  each  other. 

4b  You  carried  in  things  that  were  wanted  ? 


4b  Do  you  mean  into  the  bed-room,  or  into 
the  dining-room? — I  was.,  in  them  both  feveral 
times. 


O.  While 


While  they  were  up? — Yes,  Sir. 

You  never  faw  them  in  bed,  did  you  r — - 
I  believed  them  to  be  in  bed. 

What  was  your  rea  Ton  for  belie  vine:  them 
to  be  in  bed  ?—  Becaufe  I  heard  them  fpeak  in 
bed. 

Lord  Mansfield.  Do  you  know  who  they 
were  ?— Yes,  my  Lord  :  1  did  not  know  who 
they  were  when  they  came  in  j  but  I  have  heard 
who  they  were  lince. 

Did  you  know  their  perfons  ?— -I  can’t  fay 
I  did ;  I  have  heard  who  they  were  fince. 
When  I  went  into  the  room,  there  was  a  Lady 
in  the  room  ;  and  fhe  alked  her  name,  and  the 
Lady  faid  her  name  was  Worjfley. 

i^.  She  defired  to  know  her  name? — Yes, 
and  fhe  faid  her  name  vbas  Lady  Worfley. 

Mrs.  C  O  M  M  A  N  D  E  five  or  n. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

Did  you  live  at  the  Hotel  in  Pall-mall,  in 
November  laft  r — Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  recoiled  a  Gentleman  and  Lady 
coming  there  in  a  pofl-chaife  one  morning  ?— 
Yes,  Sir. 

O.  Do  you  recoiled  the  day? — November 
the  19th. 

O.  How  long  did  they  flay  at  your  houfe? — 
They  ftaid  there  till  the  24th. 

Q.  Did  you  know  who  their  perfons  were  ?— 
No. 


O.  Have 
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a  Ha  ve  you  fince  known  who  they  were 
— 1  have  fince  known  who  they  were ;  I  found 
they  were  Mr.  Bifiett  and  Lady  Worfley. 

O.  In  what  way  did  they  live  there  ?  Did 
they  go  by  any  name  at  all  ? — No  name  at 
all. 

CX  How  did  they  treat  each  other  ? — I  can’t 
fay  any  thing  of  that. 

O.  As  Man  and  Wife,  or  expreffions  of  that 
kind  ? — I  don’t  know. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled;  Lady  Worfley’ s  name 
being  mentioned  in  the  room? — Yes,  Sir. 

<sX  When  was  that  ? — The  24th,  the  morn¬ 
ing  they  went  away. 

O-  How  came  that  ? — I  introduced  two  per¬ 
sons,  two  of  Sir  Richard’s  fervants,  a  woman, 
and  a  groom,  to  Lady  Worfley  and  Mr.  Bifiett, 
while  they  were  in  bed. 

Q.  How  did  they  take  this  behaviour  from 
you  ? — Why,  Sir,  in  the  evening  Mr.  Bifiett 
fent  for  me  into  the  dining-room,  and  defired 
to  know  the  reafon  of  fhewing  fuch  perfons  up, 
as  Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  groom,  into  Lady 
Worfley ’s  bed-room  ;  and  faid  it  was  much 
againft  the  houfe  to  ufe  Ladies  of  Quality  in 
that  manner. 

Q.  What  was  their  reafon  for  going  away  : 
did  they  tell  you? — No,  Sir. 

Q.  Nor  Lady  Worfley  ? — No,  Sir. 

Q.  Have  you  feen  them  in  bed  at  any  time  ? 
—Yes,  Sir,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning. 


C 
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Mr.  HERNE  J\ worn . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Lee. 

Do  you  know  the  Defendant,  Mr.  Bif- 
fet  i5 — -No.,  Sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  eftate  he  has  ? — 
Yes,  Sir  ;  I  am  receiver  of  his  rents. 

CX  That  is  a  better  thing.  Do  you  know 
what  his  fortune  is,  what  is  the  value  of  his 
property  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  ?■ — Somewhere 
about  £8oo,  or  fomething  more  than  £800 
a  year. 

The  End  of  the  Evidence  for  the  Plaintiff . 


V  .s  \ 
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MR.  BBARCR0FT,  in  anfwer  to  this  evi¬ 
dence,  did  not  attempt  to  make  any  defence 
in  controvertion  of  the  charge  exhibited  againft 
the  Defendant,  but  was  very  ready  to  admit, 
that  the  Plaintiff  was  intitled  to  a  verdidt. 
The  only  qneftion  which  then  remained,  was 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  damages;  in  mitigation 
of  which  only  he  would  defend  his  client ; 
and  did  not  doubt  to  prove,  to  the  fatisfadlion 
of  the  Jury,  that  Sir  Richard  not  only  acqui- 
efced  under  repeated  adts  of  his  own  difiionour 
with  various  perfons,  but  even  excited  and  en¬ 
couraged  it :  On  which 

Lord  Mansfield  laid,  If  a  Plaintiff  encou¬ 
rages,  or  is  privy  to,  or  confenting  at  all,  or 
contributing  to  the  debauchery  of  his  Wife,  or 
joins  in  it,  he  ought  not  to  recover  a  verdidt. 

Mr.  Bear  croft  then  Rated,  That  he  could 
not  only  prove  this  to  be  the  fadt,  but  that  he 
fhould  prove  by  the  Affidavits  of  the  Woman 
who  attended  the  Bath  at  Maidftone,  that  the 
Plaintiff  there  had  abfolutely  raifed  the  De¬ 
fendant  upon  his  (boulders  to  view  his  naked 
Wife  while  bathing,  and  at  the  fame  time  cal¬ 
led  to  her,  faying,  Seymour  !  Seymour  ! 
Bijfet  is  looking  at  you ;  and  that  (he,  on  com¬ 
ing  out  after  (he  had  dreffed  herfelf,  joined  the 
Gentlemen  ;  and  they  all  went  off  together  in 
a  hearty  laugh  at  the  tranfadtioa  which  had 
paffed.  The  Bathing- woman  was  ill,  and  could 
not  attend  the  trial  herfelf  to  give  evidence  of 
this  fadt ;  but  that  it  had  been  agreed  between 
the  parties,  that  the  Attornies  on  each  fide 
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fhould  go  down  to  the  place  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  the  Affidavits,  and  in  order  to  view  the 
fituation ;  which  they  had  done,  and  which 
affidavits  would  be  read. 

That  the  Defendant  could  not  poffibly  be  the 
Father  of  the  Child  born  in  Auguft  laft,  as  his 
firft  acquaintance  with  the  Plaintiff  commenc¬ 
ed  only  in  March  5  fo  that  he  had  not  baftard- 
ized  the  Plaintiff's  iffue. 

He  wondered  why  they  had  not  called  fome 
perfons  belonging  to,  or  about  the  family,  in 
order  to  prove  how  the  parties  lived  together  ; 
a  circumftance  very  material  in  a  cafe  like  this  : 
They  had  only  called  one  perfon  belonging  to 
the  family  j  that  was  the  Butler,  who  had  liv¬ 
ed  in  the  houfe  but  one  day,  and  who,  of 
courfe,  could  not  fpeak  to  that  point. 

That  the  licentious  conduct  of  Lady  V  orfley 
was  fo  notorious,  that  it  had  been  the  fubjedt 
of  common  converfation  :  and  that  many  La- 
dies  of  Ditiindtion  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  and  elfe- 
where  had  frequently  remonftrated  with  Sir 
Richard  on  that  fubject,  and  told  him,  that  if 
he  did  not  attempt  to  reflrain  her  conduct,  her 
character  would  be  ruined  and  deftroyed  :  that 
the  anfwer  Sir  Richard  made  was,  that  Lady 
Worfley  liked  it,  and  he  chofe  to  doit  to  oblige 
her  ;  upon  which  a  very  fenfible  Lady,  who  had 
frequently  remonftrated  with  him  on  the  fub- 
je£t,  replied,  “  If  this  is  the  cafe,  God  help  you  ! 

you  are  the  moft  contented - Husband 

I  ever  knew  :5’  and  that  from,  the  Lady’s  many 
prior  connections,  the  idea  of  feduction  by  the 
prefent  Defendant  was  totally  done  away. 

.  .  ,■  EVIDENCE 
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EVIDENCE  for  the  DEFENDANT. 

MARY  MARRIOT 

Being  unable  to  attend  the  Trial,  the  following 

Affidavits  were  read. 

T 1  .  ! 

Mary  Marriot  depofed,  that  Lady  Worfley 
ufed  to  come  to  the  cold  bath,  near  Maidfione, 
to  bathe,  and  that  fhe  ufed  to  attend  her; 
that  Sir  Richard  and  Mr.  Bidet  were  generally 
with  her  j  and  that  the  laft  time  fhe  came, 
which  was  about  noon,  in  September  laft,  and 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  hop-feafon,  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Worfley  and  Mr.  Bidet  Raid  at  the 
door  without,  while  die  bathed  ;  that  after  fhe 
had  bathed,  die  retired  into  a  corner  to  put 
on  her  fnift,  as  Ladies  ufuallv  do  after  bath- 
ins,  and  then  returned  to  drefs  herfelf,  and 
iat  herfelf  down  on  the  feat :  that  there  is  a 
window  over  the  door  of  the  building  in  which 
the  bath  is,  and  which  is  the  only  inlet  for 
light  into  the  bath,  and  from  which  any  per- 
fon,  wdio  is  dtting  down  on  the  feat,  may  be 
feen,  but  not  when  retired  into  the  corner  ; 
that  when  die  had  almoft  finidied  dreffing  her¬ 
felf,  Sir  Richard  tapped  at  the  door,  and  faid, 
64  Seymour  !  Seymour  !  Biffet  is  going  to  get  up 
-4  to  look  at  you,”  or  words  to  that  effect ;  and, 
looking  round,  fhe  faw  his  face  at  the  window : 
that  he  continued  there  about  five  minutes; 
that  fhe  did  not  fee  the  Plaintiff  on  the  out- 
fide,  but  believes  he  muft  help  the  Defendant 

Up  ; 
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up  ;  and  that  after  Lady  Worfley  had  dreffed 
herfelf,  (he  went  out,  and  they  were  all  mer¬ 
ry  and  laughing  together ;  that,  excepting 
this,  the  never  faw  any  improper  condud  or 
behaviour  in  the  faid  three  perfons,  unlefs 
what  is  above  ftated  may  be  thought  fo. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  was  another  Affi¬ 
davit  read,  in  which  the  believed  that  Mr. 
Biffet  could  not  have  got  up  to  the  window, 
unlefs  he  had  been  affifted  by  Sir  Richard,  or 
flood  upon  his  ffioulders  ;  and  that  Sir  Richard 
might  eafilv  have  pulled  him  down  if  he 
pleafed. 


8 


'  T 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  DEERHU  RS  T 

j worn . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Howarth, 

Q;  In  what  year  was  your  Lordfhip  firft 
acquainted  with  Lady  Worfley  ?~ — In  the  year 

I7?9* 

Q.  Had  your  Lordfhip  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  her  condud  in  the  courfe  of  that 
year? — I  thought  her  condud  very  diffolute, 
and  that  fhe  was  very  unfaithful  to  her  Huf- 
band„ 

O.  Had  you  occafion  to  know  Sir  Richard 
alfo  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

O.  Did  file  receive,  during  the  time  you 
knew  him,  any  endeavour,  or  attempt,  on  his 
part,  to  check  the  diffolutenefs  of  her  con* 
dud  ? — None. 

Q.  Does  your  Lordfhip  remember  being  on  a 
vifit  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  at  Sir  Richard's 
houfe  ?— I  do. 

(X  Has  your  Lordfhip  any  recolledion  of  any 
particular  expreflions  Sir  Richard  Worfley  made 
ufe  of,  refpeding  his  Wife,  in  addreffing  him* 
felf  to  you  ? — I  hope  I  am  not  called  to  betray 
any  private  converfation  ? 

Lord  Mansfield .  No. 

Lord  DeerhurJL  He  did,  then,  fay,  That 
many  young  Men  had  tried  her,  to  no  effed  ; 
and  that  I  had  his  permiffion  to  try  my  chance 
with  her.  But  it  was  faid  jocofcly,  and  I  con- 

fidered  it  in  that  light. 
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,  Q.  Do  you  recoiled  what  led  to  that  conver- 
fation  -—Lady  Worfley’s  palling  by  the  win¬ 
dow,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  making  that 
remark. 

O;  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  it  ? — I  have  not. 

Q.  The  only  recolledion,  then,  that  you 
have,  was,  that  your  Lordihip  might  try  your 
chance  with  her  ? — I  recoiled  that  circumftance 
alone. 

Lord  Mansfield.  'That  goes  for  nothing. 

O.  How  long, did  your  Lordihip  continue  in 
the  file  of  Wight  ? — To  the  beft  of  my  recol¬ 
lection,  ten  days. 

Q.  At  his  houfe  ?— -At  his  houfe. 

(X  Do  you  remember  whether  Sir  Richard 
Worfley  had  an  opportunity  at  any  time  of 
obferving  the  iatimacy  and  attention  your 
Lordihip 'paid  to  Lady  Worfley? — and  your 
Lordihip  will  mention  the  particular  time. — 
He  found  me  in  her  dr  effing- room,  adjacent 
to  her  bed-chamber,  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

Q.  How  was  Lady  Worfley  dreffed  at  that 
time? — I  don’t  particularly  recoiled. 

O.  In  a  drefs,  or  undrefs? — I  don’t  remem- 
ber  ;  X  made  no  observation  upon  it.  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  expreffed  his  aflonifhment  at  finding  me 
there  at  that  hour. 

Q,  Do  you  recoiled  his  expreffion  f — He  faid 
iC  Deerhurft  !  how  came  you  here  ?,;  And  af¬ 
ter  that  I  went  to  my  bed-room. 

O.  How  long  did  your  Lordfhip  continue 

there. 
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there,  after  that?— To  the  beft  of  my  recollec¬ 
tion,  three  or  four  days  afterwards. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  whether,  after  that,  you 
were  permitted  to  attend  Lady  Worfley  out 
upon  parties  ?— I  was. 

Q>  To  what  parts  of  the  country  ?— I  don’t 
particularly  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  going  to  Southamp¬ 
ton  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Was  that  after  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

O.  Did  you  go  alone  with  Lady  Worfley, 
pr  did  Sir  Richard  attend  you  ? — I  went  alone. 

O.  Did  Sir  Richard  know  of  your  going  ? — 
He~did. 

O.  I  underftand  he  came  part  ©f  the  way 
with  you  ? — - — -He  went  eight  miles  with  u$. 

O.  Do  you  recoiled  what  time  of  the  year 
you  went  down  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  ? — — To 
the  beft  of  my  recoliedion,  the  2d  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Q,  Where  did  your  Lordfhip  meet  her  after¬ 
wards  ?— I  met  her  at  Kingfton,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Godalmin,  on  her  journey  to  South¬ 
ampton. 

Q.  Was  Lady  Worfley  travelling  by  herfelf, 
unattended  ;  or  was  Sir  Richard  with  her,  or 
any  other  perfon.  ?— Quite  alone. 

Q.  Did  you  know'  of  her  intention  of  go¬ 
ing  ? — Yes  ^  I  met  her  at  Kingfton,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Godalmin. 

Q.  Did  fhe  fleep  there?— Yes. 

Qj  Had  your  Lordfhip  any  particular  inti- 
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macy  with  her  that  night  ?— Be  fo  kind  as  to 
put  that  queftion  again. 

Q.  Was  you  particularly  conneded  with  her 
that  night  ? 

Lord  Deerhurjl .  With  your  Lordfhip's  per- 
million,  I  decline  that. 

Lord  Mansfield .  Certainly— You  have  no 
right  to  be  afked  that. 


Croft-Examination  by  Mr.  Attorn ey-Ge« 

MERAL. 


O.  On  this  journey  to  Southampton,  you 
were  then  leaving  Sir  Richard's  houfe  ?— -Yes, 
Sir. 

O.  And  at  the  time  when  Lady  Worfley 
wras  going  part  of  the  road  ? — -Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  diftance  from  South¬ 
ampton,  to  Sir  Richard's  houfe  ? — The  diftance 
from  Cowes,  is,  I  think,  about  thirteen  miles. 

Oj  You  proceeded  to  London  ? — I  did. 

O,  Was  you  permitted  to  be  of  her  parties  ? 
- — I  know  of  no  , particular  permifiion  of  Sir 
Richard’s;  he  did  not  objed  to  my  going  with 
Lady  Worfley.  Other  Gentlemen  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  of  the  fame  parties,  Sir  Richard 
not  objeding. 

0;  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  whether  your 
Lordfhip  did  not  bring,  or  leave,  a  meflage 
from  Sir  Richard  to  Lady  Worfley,  at  the  Ho¬ 
tel  ? — -I  did. 
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(X  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what  anfwer  ? 

— fdid. 

O.  Be  fo  kind  as  to  inform  the  Court  what 
it  was. — It  was  to  tell  Sir  Richard,  That  it  was 
in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  to  recover  Lady 
Worfley,  as  fhe  was  determined  never  to  return 
to  him  again. 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  PETERBO¬ 
ROUGH  j worn . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Pechell. 

O.  Pray,  my  Lord,  what  time  did  your  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  Lady  Worfley  begin? — I  don't 
exactly  remember.  It  was  at  the  time  Rane- 
lagh  opened,  in  the  year  1780,  to  me  time  in 
fpring.  , 

Q,  What  was  the  occafion  of  your  Lord- 
foip's  firft  acquaintance  with  her  ? — I  was  firft 
introduced  to  her  at  Sadler's  Wells. 

(X  By  who  ? — By  my  Lord  Deerhurft. 

(X  At  that  time,  had  you  any  acquaintance 
with  Sir  Richard? — None,  either  then  or  af¬ 
ter. 

O.  Then,  during  the  time  of  your  acquain¬ 
tance  with  Lady  Worfley,  you  never  fpoke  to 

him  i3— No. 

Q,  What  w~as  your  Lordfhip’s  opinion  of 
her  general  behaviour  ?  Did  it  bear  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  affectionate,  conftant  Wife  to  Sir 

D  2  Richard  ? 


/ 


/ 


(  23  ) 

Richard  ? — I  made  no  obfervations,  as  I  never 
faw  them  together. 

O.  Do  yon  think  fhe  conduced  herfelf  as  a 
decent,  modeft  Wife  ? — I  fhould  rather  think 
not. 


BQUCHIER  SMITH,  Efq.  /worn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Bearcroft. 

O.  I  believe  you  was  acquainted  with  Lady 
Woriley  ? — I  waSi 

O.  When  ? — In  the  year  1779. 

Q.  During  time  of  your  acquaintance  with 
her,  what  was  your  general  opinion  of  her 
charader  and  behaviour  ? — I  thought  fhe  did 
not  coudud  herfelf  as  a  woman  regarding  her 
own  fame. 

CX  Was  that  her  general  charader  ? — That 
is  the  charader  I  have  heard  of  her. 

Q.  At  that  time  ? — Yes,  Sir. 

Cl  Do  you  remember,  at  any  time,  meeting 
Sir  Richard,  when  you  and  his  Lady  were  to¬ 
gether  ?  And  do  you  remember  any  particular 
eircumftance,  on  occafion  of  the  Shooter’s-hill 
party  ? — W e  met  Sir  Richard  Wo r fie y,  in  a 
phaeton  ;  and  Lady  Woriley  defired  him  fe- 
veral  times  to  go  with  her  ;  but  he  refufed,  and 
drove  off  towards  town. 

a  Who  were  the  parties  ?—  -Mr.  Harvey, 
and  Mils  Vernon. 

O.  Did 
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Did  he  enquire  where  they  were  going  ? 
—Yes. 

<5>.  And  flie  alked  him  to  go  ?—  Yes. 

Do  you  recoiled  any  particular  circurrn 
fiance  happening  with  regard  to  Lady  Worf- 
ley’s  behaviour  at  that  time  ? — No,  not  on  that 
day. 


The  Right  Honourable  the  Marquis  of  G  R  A- 

HAM  fworn. 

i  g 

"Examined  by  Mr.  Howarth. 

When  did  your  Lordfhip's  firft  acquain¬ 
tance  commence  with  Lady  Worfley  ? — Three 
or  four  years  ago. 

You  was  not  at  all  acquainted  with  Sir 
Richard  ? — Not  at  all. 

Q,  In  your  Lordfhip’s  acquaintance  with  La¬ 
dy  Wofley,  did  you  frequently  vifit  at  Sir 
Richard's  houfe  ?— Not  frequently,  I  believe  $ 
fometimes  I  did. 

Q,  What  were  your  Lordfhip’s  obfervations 
on  Lady  Worfley’s  general  deportment  and 
condud,  during  the  time  you  knew  her  ?— 
She  was  gay,  lively,  and  free  in  her  behavi¬ 
our. 

^  Was  her  behaviour  fuch  as  became  a 
modeft  and  married  Woman?— I  think  it  was 
not. 

£>.  Was  there  any  abfolute  impropriety  in 
her  condud  ?— -There  was  no  abfolute  impro¬ 
priety  in  her  condud. 


Q  Then 
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Q,.  Then  your  Lordfhip,  during  the  time 
you  knew  her,  had  no  reafon  to  obferve  that 
there  was  any  thing  in  her  condud  improper 
or  immodeft  - Not  immodefh 

You  are  fpeaking  of  her  behaviour,  and 
manner  I  am  fpeaking  of  her  conduct,  as  it 
fell  within  converfation. 

Vv'hat  was  your  Lordihip's  opinion,  as  to 
every  circumflance  which  fell  wuthin  your  ob- 
fervatibn  ?  Was  it,  that  fte  was  a  modeft,  de¬ 
cent  Married  Woman  That  part  which  re¬ 
lates  to  myfelf,  I  have  no  bufinefs  to  anfwer. 

£$>j  Whether  your  Lordfhip  had  not  occafi- 
on  to  know  of  her  ill  ftate  of  her  health,  from 
the  care  and  attention  you  may  have  paid  to 
Lady  Worfley  ? 

Lord  Mansfield .  That  is  too  general  a  quef« 
tion. 

*  r 

Mr.  Howarth.  I  want  to  know  the  fad. 

ltord  Mansfield.  It  can’t  be.  The  anfwer 
implies  it ;  or  howT  is  a  man  to  know  that  ?. 
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'  Mr.  CLARK  fworn. 

‘Examined  by  Mr.  Pechell. 

O.  Be  fo  kind  as  to  give  us  an  account  ot 
the  time  the  acquaintance  began  between  Sir 
Richard  Worfley  and  the  Defendant. — I  believe 
the  firft  perfonal  interview  was  the  latter  end. 
of  the  month  of  February,  or  the  firft  or  fecund 
week  in  March,  in  the  year  1781. 

Q.  On  what  occafion  did  they  firft  come  to¬ 
gether  ?— I  was  at  Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  houfe, 
and  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  am  concerned 
for  Mr.  Biffett.  I  am  likewife  concerned  for 
Sir  Richard  ;  I  mentioned  to  him  that  Mr.  Bif¬ 
fett  had  lodgings  in  Lincoln’s  Inn.  I  knew 
fome  letters  had  palled  between  them  refpeft- 
ing  a  Burgage-Tenure  Mr.  Biffett  is  poffeffed 
of  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Sir  Richard  defired 
me  to  go  to  him,  as  he  was  not  known  to  him , 
and  I  went  to  him. 

Q.  This  was  not  at  all  on  the  requeft  of  Mr. 
Biffett  ?— No. 

Q  In  confequence  of  that  did  you  goto  Mr. 
Biffett? — Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  Bear  croft .  Was  that  the  firft  perfonal 
interview7? — Yes,  Sir. 


Tie 
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The  Hon.  CHARLES  WYNDHAM,  Efq. 

/worn . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Howarth. 

Q.  When  did  your  acquaintance  firft  com¬ 
mence  with  Lady  Worfley  ?— Between  three 
and  four  years  ago;  before  I  went  abroad. 

O.  Was  you  of  the  number  of  Sir  Richard 
W  or  (ley's  acquaintance  ?— Not  at  that  time. 
Since  that  I  have  had  a  very  flight  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  him. 

CX  During  the  time  you  was  acquainted 
with  her,  was  her  behaviour  fuch  as  became 
a  decent,  model!:  Woman?— No,  Sir,  I  think 
not.  '■ 

O.  Pray,  Sir,  do  you  remember,  about  the 
time  of  your  going  abroad,  that  any  thing  par¬ 
ticular  paffed  between  you  and  Lady  Worfley, 
refpeding  any  particular  favour  you  received  in 
Kenfington  Gardens?— No. 

O,  Do  you  remember  any  thing  refpedting 
a  ring  ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  What  was  that  ? — My  acquaintance  ceaf- 
ed  before  I  went  abroad. 

Q.  What  ring  was  it  ? — A  gold  ring. 

Q.  V/as  it  her  wedding  ring  ? — How  can  I 
anfwer  that  ? 

O.  She  took  it  off  her  finger,  and  made  it  a 
prefent  to  you  i — -Yes,  Sir. 


Doffor 


V 
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Dodor  OSBORNE  /worn. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Bearcroft. 

e 

O.  Do  you  remember  attending  Lady  Wor- 
fley  at  any  time  in  the  year  1780  ? — Very  well. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year? — About  Auguft, 
in  the  year  1780. 

Q.  .Where  was  file  ? — In  town,  at  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard’s  houfe. 

CX  Give  an  account  of  the  condition  you 
found  her  in.— Between  a  Patient  and  Phyfi- 
cian  there  is  an  implied  fecrecy  ;  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  requires  it :  and  that  being  the  ftate 
of  the  cafe,  I  fhould  hardly  conceive  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  declare  it;  but  I  have  the  Lady’s 
permiifion  to  give  evidence  of  the  truth. 

You  was  not  employed  by  Sir  Richard  ?— 

♦ 

Q.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  her  ?— 
Lady  Woriley  had  fome  complaints  on  her, 
which  I  fancy  were  the  confequence  of  a  Ve¬ 
nereal  Diforder. 

O.  In  what  ftate  did  you  find  her  ?— I  be  ¬ 
lieve  it  was  never  known  :  atleaft  I  never  was 
afked  my  idea  of  the  diforder  ;  nor  did  I  think 
it  neceffarv  to  mention  it.  My  bufinefs  was  to 
cure  her  ;  and  I  do  not  chufe  to  talk  upon  the 
fubjedt,  one  way  or  other. 

Lord  Mansfield .  You  might  have  told  them, 
when  they  afked  you,  that  you  defired  to  be 
excufed. 

The  End  of  the  Evidence  for  the  Defendants 

E  Mr. 
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Mr.  J.  FAR  RER,  Attorney  for  the  Plaintiff, 
j worn  on  behalf  of  the  Plaintiff. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Attorney-General. 

O.  You  went  down  to  the  Cold  Bath  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Affidavit? — Yes,  Sir. 

O.  Did  you  fee  the  place  on  which  Mr.  Bif- 
fett  got .  to  look  into  the  Bath  ?  And  do  you 
think  he  could  do  it  without  the  affiftance  of 
Sir  Richard  ?- — I  believe  he  might  do  it  with  a 
gteat  deal  of  eafe,  and  without  affiitance* 

O.  What  is  the  height  ?- — It  is  about  breaft- 
high  ;  there  is  an  arm-chair  on  the  outlide  5 
and  when  I  was  on  the  chair,  I  could  raife  my- 
feif  up  to  the  window  very  eafily. 

O.  How  many  feet  high  may  it  be?— About 
four  feet. 

Mr.  Bearcroft .  Where  is  the  feat  ?— On  the 
outfide  of  the  Bath. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  made  a Jhort  re - 
'  ply  upon  the  fubjePt  of  Damages  \  and  hav¬ 
ing,  in  commenting  on  Lord  DeerhurstV 
Evidence,  miflook  him  in  that  part  where 
his  Lordjhip  fays  he  went  to  Southampton 
with  Lady  Worsley,  he  rofe  to  explain 
it ,  and  f aid i  u  ’I hat  he  remained  at  South¬ 
ampton  with  her  twenty -four  hours ,  and 
then  returned ;  and  that  Jbe  fiaid  three  or 
jour  days E 

LORD 


\ 
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LORD  MANSFIELD. 

Ge  NTLEMEN  of  the  JURY, 

THERE  arifes  upon  this  evidence  a  ferious 
queftion  for  your  confideration.- — -The  nature 
of  the  a&ion  is  fuch,  that  the  Defendant  can¬ 
not  confefs  a  Verdidft  becaufe  this  is  between 
the  Hufband  and  Wife  and  the  Adulterer;  and 
further  proceedings  may  be  had  :  therefore  the 
Verdidt  you  give  mu  ft  be  out  of  the  truth  and 
juft  ice  of  the  cafe,  and  the  juftice  of  the  Evi¬ 
dence* 

Now,  the  fingie  queftion  is,  Whether  Sir 
Richard  has  not  been  privy  to  the  proftitutipn 
of  his  Wife,  affenting  to,  encouraging  and  ex¬ 
citing  even  this  Defendant?  And,  if  he  is  fo, 
upon  your  opinion  of  the  Evidence,  he  ought 
not  to  recover  in  this  Action— If  he  is  not,  why 
then  the  only  queftion  that  remains,  is  upon 
the  fubject  of  Damages  ;  upon  which  I  will 
not  fay  a  word  to  you.  You  are  the  beft  judges 
of  that. 

This  Woman,  for  three  or  four  years,  has 
,  been  proftituted  with  a  variety  of  people  ;  that 
is  extremely  clear.  A  ftronger  inftance  than 
the  Doctors  appearance  this  day,  and  what  he 
has  faid,  need  not  have  been  brought.— In  the 
year  1779  Lord  Deerhurft  knew  Lady  Worfley  • 

file 
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fhe  was  very  profligate,  and  no  ftep  was  taken 
by  Sir  Richard  to  prevent  her:  he  continued 
in  the  Me  of  Wight  ten  days,  and  he  has  men¬ 
tioned  a  converfation  that  pafled  between  him 
and  Sir  Richard,  which  ought  to  be  laid  out  of 
the  cafe,  becaufe  it  feems  to  be  ironical :  a  That 
iC  many  young  men  had  tried  her,  without  fuc- 
u  cefs ;  and  that  he  might  take  his  chance  with 
her.”  But  he  fays,  once  the  Plaintiff  found 
him  in  Lady  Worfiey’s  dreffing-room  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  and  he  only  fays  to 
him,  “  Deerhurft,  how’  came  you  here  r,?  And 
there  is  no  further  explanation  or  examination 
between  them.  Is  it  not  extraordinary  to  find 
a  Gentleman  in  his  Lady’s  dreffing-room  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  faid  ?  All  is  well ;  they  are  all  good  com¬ 
pany  the  next  morning  ;  and  fame  few  days 
afterwards  Lady  Worfley  is  going  to  South¬ 
ampton.  At  the  fame  time  Sir  Richard  goes 
eight  miles  with  her,  and  leaves  Lord  Deer¬ 
hurft  to  go  on  with  her  to  Southampton  :  he 
goes  on  with  her  to  Southampton;  he  flays 
there  twenty-four  hours,  and  fhe  ftays  three  or 
four  days  : — yet  there  is  no  appear  nee  of  Jea - 
loufy  in  the  Hu/band !  !  This  evidence  deferves 
yout  coniideration. 

Another  piece  of  evidence,  is  that  of  the 
Woman  at  the  Bath  at  Maidftone  ;  file  fwears, 
fhe  believes  it  was  impoffible  for  Air.  BilTett  to 
have  got  up  the  height  of  the  balcony,  to  look 
into  the  Bath,  unlefs  he  had  flood  upon  Sir 
Richard’s  fhoulders  :  but  this  is  matter  of  be- 

'■•••  '  S  lief; 
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lief ;  and  they  have  called  the  Attorney,  and 
you  have  heard  his  evidence  :  he  went  down 
there  to  take  the  Affidavits :  he  fays  he  got  up 
with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  and  without  affi fi¬ 
ance  ;  that  he  got  up  firft  on  an  arm-chair 
which  flood  on  the  outfide  of  the  Bath,  and 
then  it  was  only  four  feet  above  him;  fo  that, 
if  he  had  not  flood  upon  Sir  Richard’s  fhoul- 
ders,  he  might  eafily  have  pulled  him  down  if 
he  pleafed  ;  inftead  of  which  he  only  taps  at 
the  door,  and  fays,  Seymour  !  Seymour  1 
Bijfet  is  looking  at  you.  And  when  fhe  is  dref- 
fed  and  comes  out,  fhe  joins  them,  and  they 
are  all  jolly  and  merry,  and  laughing,  and  go 
away  together. 

This  is  the  evidence  which  they  have  given; 
and  if  upon  that  evidence  you  think  the  Huf- 
band  was  privy  to,  confenting,  and  encourag¬ 
ing  this  debauchery,  he  ought  not  to  have  your 
Verdict;  but  if  you  think  he.  is  intitled  to  your 
Verdidt,  then  the  only  point  for  your  confi- 
deration  is,  What  Damages  you  will  give. — 
You  will  conflder  of  your  Verdict,  and  give 
what  Damages  you  think  proper. 

The  Jury  went  out  of  court,  and  after 
debating  near  an  hour,  returned  with 
a  Verdidt  for  the  Plaintiff,  giving  him 

only  One  Jfjilling  Damages. 

\  '  -  '  v  ■ 

THE  END. 
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